The End of the Line
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For almost 600 years the Fitzwilliam Family was
among the foemost Catholic families in Ireland.
Political ambition put an end to all that.
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TheFITZWILLIAMS

Figurel: Merrion CastléArchiseek.com

For more than five hundred years the Fitzwilliams had consolidated their position and
reputation asone of the foremostatholic families in Ireland. Through many generations
members of the clan had directly served reignifrgglish MonarchsThey had held

important Royal Household positiomsboth England and Irelandommanded English Army
Regimentsqualified as Lawyers in the London Kings Inn, married into prominent English
Families and in Ireland they were honoured tddhthe Highest Offices available to them.
Irelanddown through the centuriethey owned Castles in Wicklow, Swords, Dundrum,
Simmonscourt, Baggotrath, Thorncastle and Merrion.

In the seventeenth Century their unswerving allegiance to the Monaaclaytotheir
Catholic religiomesulted inthem having all their possessions confiscatedtwo separate
occasionsn less than fifty years. They were outlawed for similar reasgnisoth Oliver
Cromwell and by William of Orandet in each case they wemibsegiently exonerated
and had their landand all assetgestored. Through it all thesemained loyal to the Crown
and to their Catholic faith. This was notwithstanding teath ofthe early Viscounts had
been refused a seat in the Irish House of Lords bexatitheir refusal to take the oath of
allegiance to the Monarch as Head of the Church.

A very good example wa$homashe Fourth Viscount Fitzwilliam. He was appointed a Privy
Councillor and a commissioner of the Treasury by King James the secondhé&Battie of

the Boyne he was outlawed but later exonerated and had his assets returned intact. Despite
being invited he was refused a seat in the HookLords due to his religidn

But all that was about to change and that change led to the end ofitawiffiam Dynasty in
Ireland.

A genealogical history of the dormant, forfeited and extinct Peerhgesir Bernard Burkeondon1866.

2



Richard 5thViscount Fitzwilliam of Merrion

(The one that broke the mould)

When Thomas the Fourth Viscount died in 1704 he was succeeded by his eldBstisanal
who automatically became Richar] ¥iscount Fitzwilliam of MerriarRichard was a very
ambitious young man who found himself marginalised by history and particularly on
account of his religion. He wanted dearly torere politicallyinvolved. Hs family had

always been exceptionally loyal to the Crown and this was recognised and accepted but it
did not mean a seat in the House of Lords and therefore no say in how the Country was
governed

© The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. UK U .epbitdmsd muszuM msilliws3id sdT @

Figue 2: Richard the 5th Viscount Fitzwilliam Figure3:Mary Sheby/Fitzwilliam

The primary Family residence, Merrion Castle, was in a dreadfully dilapidated state having
been badly damaged l3ge and occupation byarious regimentsf soldiers, both friend
and foe, during the past 50 years

As he was about to get married to Miss Frances 8hiile eldest daughter of Sir John
Sheley from Mitchelgrove in Sussex 1705 he set about looking for a site for a new home.
This he found iMount Merrion on a hillside overlooking Dublin Bay, Blackrock and Howth
Head orthe north side of Dublin Bay

% Francis Elrington BaHistory of Dublin VolRublin 19021920 PP21
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Figure2: View from Mount Merrion\illiam Ashford 1804, Fitzwilliam Museym

In 1710 he took thenajor decision to relinquish his membership of the Catholic Church and
join the Established Church of Ireland in order to take a seat in the Irish House of Lords,
which he did on May 2517103

CONVERT ROLLS 105

Fitzwilliam, R't Honble. Ld. Richard Merrion, cert. 22 ju;le 1710, enrolled
25 June 1710 (A). Fitzwilliam, Richard, Lord Viscount, conformity
18 June 1710 (B). Enrolled 28 June 1710 (C).

Figure3: The Convert Rolls, edited by Eileen O'Byrne
He quickly became one of the most highly regarded membgthe Housé.

The selection of &lanoveriarPrince to be King of Englanaas to have very lasting effect on

the Monarchy in Britain and indeed on the role of the Fitzwilliams in Ireland. On the death

of Queen Anne in England the Throne was inherited by the closest Protestant relative. She

had more tharb0 closer Blood relatives but since the Act of Settlement was passed in 1701

y2 OFGK2ftAO O2dzZ R A pfdeStalikmibthel BophietvasNP Yy Sd® DS 2 NH S
granddaughter of Kingames T of England and so he was selectede crowned King of

England’

® Lords Journal.
‘5 Q! Histeryohthe County Dublin p 701.
° Britsroyalcom 2012



Figure4: King George 1st of England/Royal Portraits

In Dublin Richardhaired a committee set up in 1715 to congratulate King George the First
on his accession to the English Thrarater that year King George appointed himlash

Privy Councillo’, possibly thanks to a glowing reference from his friend Archbishop of
Dublin William King, a frequent guest in Mount Merrion

w A OK telbtiar@hip with the King and withis son Georgthe Prince ofWales developed
over the yars as highildrenwere born andyrew up in Mount MerrionAs time went orhis
family became great favourites at coumnt London

Dublin was becoming vedaustrophobidor Richard and he happily accepted an invitation

from the Prince of Wales to represehim as a Westminster Member of Parliament for the

Rotten Borough of Fowey in the Duchy of Cornwall in $72Gwey was a feudal tenure of

GKS tNAYyOS 2F 21 ftSa gKSNBE @20GAy3 61 a O2yFAYS
(taxation), they numbered about B0He quietly served the people of Fowey for seven

yearsl S Aada NBLR2NILISR (2 KI@S RSt AOGSNBR 2dzald 2yS
Housé.

Richard and Frances had five childrdviary (1707), France1709), Richard1711), William

(1712, and Johr{1714). It is interesting to note that the male children were baptised in

Established Churches whilst thdaughters were baptised as Catholics. This is presumably

was at the request of Lady Frances who was a devout Catholic.

TheDaughtersof Richard and Frances

Mary, the eldest daughtewas 20 when the Family moved Ttorpe in Surreygngland She
immediately became a Maid of Honour to Caroline the Princess of Wales and very shortly
afterwards to Caroline as Que®nlt is reported that she had many suitors before she

® John Lodge IRISH PEERAGE Volume IV pp319/320

TalyiQa 1 Aai2NE 2F G(KS / KdzZNOK 2F LNBflIYyR g2fd AAZ LI
® Francis Nichols The British Compendiurbpndon 1735

°|LCHESTHERrd Hervey and his friends 44.

1% Arthur Collins and Sir Egerton Bggs.Collins Peerage of England VolL8ndon 1812
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married 40 year old Henry Herbert th& €arl of Pembroke and"&Earl Montgomery in
1732.This marriage eventually proved to be the most important event in the history of the
Fitzwilliam family.

Figues5 & 5a: Henry Herbert9th. Earl of Pembroke, and MaRjtzwilliam/Herbert. Bothby Wm. Hoarg

Henry was known as the Architect Earl. He designed and oversaw the building of Herbert

House in Whitehall ithe City and he made many alterations to the family seat in Wilton in

2 Af 0aKANB® | FGSNI I SYyNEQa RSIFIGK Ay mMtnd al NB
Ludlow Bernartf, much to the amusement of the chattering classes who obvidatiglgot

approve. May died in 1769 and is buried with the Herbert family in Wilton.

wA OKI NR | sgdend daughierdr&dces also married in 1732. Her husband was
George Evans the Second Baron Carbery. George was MP for the constituency of Westbury
from 1734 until 1747He inherited the Laxton Estat@s Nottinghamshiravhich generated

an income of £1100 PA ama alsoreceived£1400each yeafrom hisCounty Limerickrish
Estates. Yah 1743 and in subsequent yedrs is reported to be in severe financial

difficulties'.

He later took his seat in the Irish House of Lords and died in 1759. They had three children
and Frances lived until 1789.

Lady Frances Fitzwilliam

' FGSNI KSNJ RFdZAKGSNE I20 YI NNRA SR sikcgfheimT oH  wA OK
marriage was notvorking and as a staunch Catholic she cawdt or would not

countenance divorce she took herself off teaanvent on thecontinent. There she

remained until Richard died in 1743. She then returned to Englandiadlito the ripe old

ageof 86Shedi® Ay MTTM FYR A& 0dzZNASR Ay {{i WIYSaQ

! Lewis Saul Benjamibady Suffolk and her Circlndon 1924 PP47
2 The History of Parliament Trust 198814



TheSonsof Richard and Frances

Thera SO2y R a2y 2AfEAILY 61 & 02NY Ay az2dzyi aSNNJ
Aungier St on July £11712.In 1747 William returned to Dublirio take up an appointment

of Usher of the Black Rod in IreldficHis brother Richard also requested Hirassist the
appointedagentBryan Fagah Yy Y I y I 3Ay 3 GKS FlYAf&@Qa | FFI ANE
appearfrom copious orrespondencebetween the brothers that he was not enamoured with

Dublin but due to his lack of means he had no option but to stay. He and his wife had one child who

died during their time in Dublifi.

Theyoungest son Johwas also born in Dublinandwas hJi A 8 SR Ay { 0G0 t Si SNI:
March 28" 1714, Hefollowed a path taken by many junior members of the clan over the

ages. Theldest son was always going to inherit the land and the properties so the other

male descendants had to undertake different professions or occupations. Most became

soldiers although some becansvyerspriests,ft NYSN&E FyR aDSyif SYSyé o
ageJohn was appointed a Page of Honour to his Highness the Prince of Ydalé®ne of

the Equerries to Prince William'{3on of King George'd"’. In 1731 hevas appointed a

coronet in the Horse Guards and later a Groom of Bedchamber of His Royal HiBhness

Williamthe Duke of Cumberland. He also served on his atdfie battle of Valn 1747. In

Oct 1751 he married Barbara the daughter of the Bishop of Durham.

John Fitzwilliamvas elected Member of Parliament for the constituency of New Windsor

1754 NBF f €& (2 LINE (S Qke his fdtveoeSsNdportgdRaChave pgkérS NB a ( &
only once in Parliament in fourteen ye#tsHe retired from the Army with the rank of

Lieutenant General of the"2Foot'°. John died in Windsor in 1789.

Richard ' Viscount Fitzwilliam of Merrion
(Soldier, Landscaper and Property Developer)

The eldest soof Richard and Francesd heir to the title was also called Richard. He was
born in Dublin in 1714and was the first Fitzwilliam to be baptised in a Protestant Church, St
Andrews in Suffolk SDublin.

'3 John Lodge. Peerage of Ireland Vol. 4.

* Pembroke Papers in the National Archives of Ireland.

Brg tSGSNDRA /hL / KdZNDK t I NA&E&K NBO2NR&E®
'® Edward Kimber and John AlmarPeerage of Ireland Vol 2. London 1768

YI' N> ONRFGQE t SSNI IS OHAmMHD

18Walpole memoirs. Geo |l P347.

¥ Richard Cannon; Historical record of the second regiment of the foot(1839)pp92/93
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Figure7: S Andrews church from 177&oe Map of Dublin

He spent his early years in Mouderrion and there are references to him spending at least
some of his teenage years at the University of Lorraine in Nancy France. He moved with his
family to their new home in Thorpe in Surrey in 1727.

Following the marriage of his sister Mary to Henrg tarl of Pembroke Richard was
appointedcoronetin the Royal Regiment of Horse Guards commanded by his brother in Law
the Earl of PembroK& In 1743 King Georgé®had sent an English force, including the

Horse Guards led by the Earl of Pembroke, toyath hisHanoveriarcousins in a
successfubattle with the Frenchn Dettingen, Germanyt was during this expedition that

his fatherRichard & Viscount died in Surrey.

In May 1744 Richard was elected Knight Companion of the Order of Bath, a very
distinguished honour which was bestowed on a small number of Militargerseby the
reigning MonarchTwo years later in April 1746 the King appointed him Vice Admiral of the
Province of Leinster. Later that year he was appointed a Fellow of the Royal Saciety
Society, founded in 1660, dedicated to the promotiorsgénce.ln 1751 he took his seat in
the Irish House of Lords, a seat once held by his father until his emigration to Erigland.
1766 The King appointed him a Privy Councillor in Ireland.

In the meantime, May 1744, Richattte 6" Viscountmarried Catherine Decker the eldest
Daughter and heiress of Sir Matthew Decker from Richmond in Surrey.

*° Edward Kimber & John AlmoReerage of Irelandondon 1768 PP40.
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Figure8: CatherineDecker (Fitzwilliam Museum) Figure9: Richarcs™ Viscount(Fitzwilliam Museum)

Decker was a very successful, wealthy and entreprendbritdth bornbusinessman who

useum, Cambridge. UK

Figure6: The Richmond Home of Matthew Decked dater the Fitzwilliam familyWilliam Ashford 180¢

owned a thrivingmport andexport business trading with the Far Easid a director of the

East Indies Companile was a renowned collector BluropearnFine Art with a particular

fondness foDutchml 3G SNA 2F $KAOK KS KIFIR | @Faid 02ftftS
for dinner in 1716 King George 1st wasouslypresented with avery rarenome grown

pineapple for desertLater, in1720,Deckercommissioned Theodorus Netscher to paint a

pineapple gown in hisgreenhousesn Richmoul.

Figure7: TheDeckerPineappleKitzwilliam Museumn



Richard was contacted in 1745 by Thomas Fitzgerald the Earl of Kédaesting him to

lease somditzwiliamowned ' YR St ad 2F {0 {GSLKSyQa DNBSYyc«
beautifulcAk 1@ RgStfAy3d 2y GKS airAidSe CAGI gAttAl YQ&
build on that softsouth citysite when all the Gentry, Piessional Classes and Politicians

GSNBE fAGAY3T Yy2NIK 2F GKS WAGSNI[AFFSed YAfRI
20KSNRBR ¢Aff t&Fthaf effeetgRicha2d ChsgsB\eBhimissioned to design and

oversea the building of the magnificeltidare Housdater to be called Leinster Houdbge

building of which was completed in 1748

Figure8: Kildare/Leinster House in 1911.

The buildingf Kildare Hous&vas a huge succedsad the desired effeand interest in the
area grew. Fitzwilliarhimself

retained John Ensor, Richard: a Za&sist@ndiarchitecto designthe outline of Merrion
Square and the streets immediately adjoiningzih®r later designed a number of the

houses built on the siteSince the whole area was so low lying the land nearer the river had
to be drained before building could commence.

Fitzwilliam, his Architectohn Ensoand AgentBryan Fagadrew up very comprehasive

plans forthe new development. There would be a sense of uniformity in the style of houses.
Each would be 3.5 stories over basement. The sash windows were to be the same size as
were the doors. The Bricks used in the frontage were produced in theifiam owned
brickworks in Merrion. The Granite to be used in the Pillars, Window surrounds and sills,
Door frames and steps was all to be pueed from the Fitzwilliam owned Granite quarries

in Ticknock. All the buildings were to be used for resideptigboses. No Shops or

AIehOLéges were allowed. Sites were sold in lots to facilitate the building of two or three
houses”.

! Irish ArchitecturaWebsite ARCHITE2J09.
2 Francis ElringtoBall. The History of the County of Dub\liol. I
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Figure9: JonathanBarker Map of Merrion Sq. 176M4tional Archives of Irelan@®embroke Papers)

Once the design was agreed and he was ready to proceed they cleared and laid out the
complete area. The Park wahe first to be designed antlwas surrounded with two rows
of trees and planted with some exostirubs.

The first leasewere sold and building commenced in 1762. It would appear that Fitzwilliam
had agreed with Fitzgerald not to build any houdesctly opposite the lawns of Kildare

House. Soon after building commenced Lord Louth contacted Fitzwilliam through his Agent
requesting that he sell a site on the West side of the Square fronting Kildare House. He
offered to pay £6000 for the site, a huge sum. Fitzwilliam told his Agent to thank Lord Louth
for his generous offer but regretted that the site was not for $ale

In fact that site remained vacant until 1790 wheislsuccessaacceded to a request touild

a fountain in memory o€harles Manners the"4Duke of Rutland who had been Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland from 1784 until his untimely death in 1787. The Foyrdairpleted

in 1792 was both decorative and useful in that the water used in the fountain was fresh and
clean and was greatly in demand by local residents who did not have such a luxury in their
homes.

% pembroke papers in National Archives
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Figurel0O: Rutland Fountain in Merrion S@rrancis SandysArchiseek

The Merrion §uare project was not without its difficulties but The Fitzwilliam Agent Bryan
Fagan, who died suddenly in 17@hd his successor his wife Elizabeth proved to be very
determined and astute manager and oversaw a very successful completion of the project.
Although building in the area which included Denzil St, Clare St and Holles St (all called after
Denzil Holles ta Earl of Clareg distantcousin of Fitzwilliamcontinuedinto the early

nineteenth century. e era of Classicism and Grandeegillyendedwith the passing of the

Act of Union in 1801

Viscount Fitzwilliam in the meantime, in order to optimise the eadfi his extensive

holdings in Blackrock and Booterstown built two very beautiful and important Avenues
namely Mount Merrion Avenue anBlackrock Avenuehichis now called Cross Avenuen

his estatesMount Merrion Avenue was designed to give acces$i¢oSea at Blackrock for
residents of the Lodge at Mount Merrion. It was exactly a mile in length and was lined by a
double row of trees. Likewidhe construction ofCross Avenue which conrted Blackrock

with Booterstownmade available numerous very valuable sites for development. These two
Avenues were completed in tHate 1750s ad appear in the Jonathan Barker 178@&p of

the area

Figurell: Rocque Map 175%#Blackrock.
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